Vintage
aircraft
lovingly
restored in
Lancaster

Woolevers working on the planes
again The saime reason: “We're just
trving 1o help ol these bove.™

The A-26, designed in the early pant
af Warld War 11, way used primasily as
ahigh speed attack snd ground sap-
it bomber. Alihough Ralph and
Rivyee did ot persanally work on the
A= 26, they were spocinlists with the
gigantic R-2800 radial engine. also
s oan the A-26, The R-2800 engine
heits 18 pastons and develops 2000
horepower. An A-26 his two of these
s,

“Here you go, That's the fuel line,”
says Rutherfond Brunson, the
squidron’s leackar, 10 new recralt vol-
unteers ws b pulls out o three-quaner-
inch stecl mesh hoase from the lefl
engine nucelle. He docsn’t sy much
The paciure of thit hose, the size of an
avernge home's waler line, opens ¢ves
i (he incredible power the motors can
deliver.

“Fulll power will suck 00 gallons
prer hour from the fuel mnks,” savs
Branson, a shght man with a white
erew cul, Retired from the Alr Force in
980, Branscn has fown aicrdt all
over the world. He is a quict muan,
cupable of sizing up muchines and
men in & split second, One senses that
he is good w0 have around when all
heell breaks Ioose,

Druring ks wour in Viet Nam, in the
imicd-filly, Branson helped nurse the A-
26 through her thind and final war, The
A=26 his worked in many civilian and
foreign military jobs to this day,

“In the movie Always, do yio

main siar of the movic is the

A-26 sircrafi. featund promincnily in
the film. You jut know he would have
died to be the movie stunt pilol. And
with mone thas 3000 Mving hoers, he
protably could pull it off.

Baldwin explains that the A-26 they
are so painstakingdy ressosing will ke
bt three years 10 be flightworthy,
With voluntesss, many working oaly
o weckends, thete things will ke
TEme.

And what then? “We Il just shop
around for anether project plane and

- Begotiate with its owmer for restomtion

rights.” Balliwin says. That's righs, the
memibers of the Fairficld Histonc
Aircraft Squadnen do not own this A-
26 Insead, they are part of a cottage
imdusiry springing up all over the
country of groups dedicated 1o the
restoration Of ol war birds. The
ower of an aircraft probably picked
i the plane for salvape costs. With
the assistance of groups like this one,
the plane i« tramsformed indo an his-
b airorafi that could be worth mone
than a million doflars. The eransforma-
tion, though, s very expensive
Dverhauling both K- 2800 engines
cots aboul SM1L0M0 cach. That job ix
performed u a centifbed engine shop
Okehier Tamed-oat pobin inclsde pro-
peller ropais, avienicwinstrument pack-
apes and inspection cemification, Ome
musd wonder i this is an act of o wiw
mvestor o just a wealthy man with a
persional vivion

Froan the time of lcarus o the denth
of limmy Doolitthe, aviatoes huve beoen
a special broed. An avistor is a poct who
underetands caloulus, o vigabond who
belicves in commummen, of 3 shrewd
bugimnessman who caiually spends

The 2002 Wings of

Victory Air Show

his profies 1o keep fellow aviatons in
& o, That special brand of commit-
ment is on digplay every time this
hand of veteran avistoes meets of the
Fuarficld Coumty Airport, their goal
b0 st amother picce of their history
hack imio the sky, O

Torn LeMond i @ wrdter from
Pickenimgoon,

remember thit fantastic scene
where & plane buzzes twvo fisher-
men? ™ Jim Baldwin, o scholardy
soft-spoken penteman in his laie
(k. breaks character and gring
fromm ear 1 ear like 5 kid a1 4 Gene
Autry movie, He 15 describing the
opening scene in a movie shout
Forest Service firefighters, starring
Richard Dreytuss and John
Goodman. But in Jim"s mind. the

Planes feanired in paxt Wings
af Wictery air shows have
included the YAK 184 (lefr
and a B-25 flying above a
P51 ar the Fairfield Cownty
Alrproart.
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