Those magnificent men
and their flylng
machines

e aky is overcost, and the
ground is puddied up from last
night’s sorm It s on early September

g al Fairfiekd :_"1."1-,]],- Asrpirt
Far frorn the neat rows of small planes
mnil the operatons oilice si two blse
hangars. A large plane. parked
hetween the hangars, bes tailless and
mojorbese. From & distance il kooks as
if in'e abancomsed, warkng fior the TP
man o claim it

Nearing the ship, ose inmediitely

senses that it's too clean e be an aban-

doned paece of junk. The unes seem
mevy and fully inflated. The bane nlu-
mirem skin & huine-_ rewirked il
cheened. There is no ielitade pile of
dehris usally foumd asound aban-
doned vehiches, Thiy old plane is dels-
cately heing mestoned hack o life,

Activity is hugzing here, amd
s old-timer is meant o take

ber place in the sky again, some-
day. Missing body parts inask any
semse of symmenry. But speed and ele-
gunce dance off the sculpaired alu-
minmm skin fike the mation of & beau
tifful figure skater doing her routine.
Her lines wre semaugl, bt her age s
elusivi,

This sircrait, & Douglas A-26, is
formannte 1o kove fousd o sale haven o
the home of the Fairfield Historical
Aibrcrall Squadion. As meaming is
replaced by mid-day. volunteers
siresim im (0o the u.|un|d‘ns11'- I|§rga|:| [T}
continue progects from the wiork
befowe. There is Tntle satadl talk and
wery hitlle guklance trom squsdron
leader Rutherford Bransom, fos every
man knaws his sk
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el |5 eager 1o carry
it o,

Wi the war
WA OVET, WiE KWilT
we'd mever Jook at
unother plane,” says
Ralph Woolever. Al

wit's onul, he and lus
twin brother, Rovee, had had enough
The brothers had been drafied Inio the
LS Army Aar Coeps in 1942 and sem
o mrcraft mechanic school. Afier three
yeurs of combal in I:'un't]ur, ”l'l-‘_'r wElE
onmng lwarties 'I'.I'u:':.l weni back to
Fairfickd County, bought 18 Holstein
cows aml never aguds et the fumm

Rulph’s wrinkbed face sofiens for a
imicament wnd one can almost pichse
what this man looked like ws o leenag-
er, “The first time we saw an airplanc
clise up 1wk inthe .‘o.:nuy. Bt was 50
Jl1il.f'rl'|}.‘ w eniilda’t kcep our
hamds off of it,” be said. The
Wonlaver [wins served ns mechanics
with the 266ih Fighter Squadson i
Belgium dunng the Battle of the
H-ulgv;'. fourpht during one of the wora
winters recondad m EIII’HIIC.

“We slept in tents and serviced our
plames cniside on makeshifl airfiekds
We considened ourselves hucky
because we weren'| froni-line combal
trowps, Wi pust tned o help out oar
boyys,"” Ralph explalns,

After all these years, why are the

Five Feorirflehd Nissosdoon Aimy vt Soraclevm [y workdng b peiforr o
Ihrnglers A-26 like the e feerhored at beft. Yow alee cam ser plamer
st iy the PT- 0T Stepnnamy trainer alnevafl (abose) o thelr -
e e om Aung. 17 and T8 (e sielehar folloiving page )




